
Before t h e  Boa.rd of Zoning Adjustment, D. C .  

Applica.tion N o .  11979 of Riggs National  Bank, pursuant t o  Sect ion  
8207.2  of t h e  Zoning Regulations f o r  a s p e c i a l  exception t o  permit 
a pa.rking l o t  f o r  t h e  bank customers, i n  t h e  SP Zone a.s provided 
by Sect ion  4101.41 of t h e  r egu la t ions ,  a t  t h e  premises 1509-1513- 
20th S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  Lots 809,29,28, Square 113. 

HEARING DATE: September 17 ,  1975 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: September 30, 1975 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The subject  parking l o t  i s  1oca.ted i n  t h e  SP Zone and 
provides parking only for  t h e  customers of t h e  bank located a t  
1913 Ma.ssachusetts Avenue, N.W. 

2 .  The l o t  conta,ining 2 8  parking spaces has ex i s t ed  s i n c e  
1953 pursuant  t o  BZA Order Nos. 6966 and 8292 and t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  
of Occupancy expiked August 18, 1975. 

3 .  The l o t  is  open from 9:00 a .m .  through 3:OO p.m. on 
M0nda.y through Frida.y and from 4:30p.m. through 6:OOp.m. on Friday. 
There is an a . t tendant  on duty a t  a l l  t i m e s  when t h e  l o t  i s  open. 

4 .  The area. surrounding t h e  subject parking l o t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
commercia1 a.nd institutiona1 i n  cha.ra.cter. 

5. There a r e  no o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  erected on the  parking l o t  
o t h e r  than t h e  a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  and t h e  l i g h t i n g  i s  capped so 
a s  t o  be d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  su r face  of t h e  l o t .  

6.  The r e p o r t  of t h e  Department of Highways and Tra . f f ic  
dated June 1 7 ,  1975, o f fe red  no objec t ion  t o  t h e  a.pplica.tion. 

7. There is no opposi t ion of record t o  t h e  app l i ca t ion .  

8. The record i n d i c a t e s  a l e t te r  of support  from an occupant 
of a neighboring bu i ld ing  speaking a l s o  f o r  t h e  owner. The support  
w a s  p redica ted  upon t h e  heavy l o c a l  and through t r a f f i c  forced 
upon t h e  a rea  and t h e  t o t a l  inadequacy of parking f o r  t h e  needs 
of l o c a l  commerce. Addi t ional  bank t r a f f i c  stopping and double- 
parking on t h e  streets was  c i t e d  a s  a f u r t h e r  aggravat ion of t h e  
e x i s t i n g  t r a f f i c  congestion having a de t r imen ta l  e f f e c t  on t h e  
neighborhood. The s tatement  a l s o  emphasized t h a t  the  l o t  i s  w e l l  
maintained and screened. I t  i s  a l s o  kep t  chained during non-business 
hours and i s  considered a ba luablermeighborhood convenience. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Based upon t h e  above f indings  of fact and t h e  evidence of 
record t h e  Board f i n d s  tha. t  t h e  subject pa.rking l o t  i s  1oca.ted 
s o  a s  it i s  not  l i k e l y  t o  become objectiona.ble t o  nea.rby o r  
ad jo in ing  proper ty  because of noise ,  t r a . f f i c ,  o r  o the r  objec t ionable  
condi t ions .  The l o t  complies with previous BZA Orders  and 
A r t i c l e  74 of t h e  Zoning Regulations.  The l o t  i s  s m a l l  i n  s i z e  
a.nd t h e  f e w  number of automobiles accomodated w i l l  c r e a t e  no 
ob jec t ionab le  no i se  o r  t r a f f i c  condi t ions .  The surrounding area 
conta ins  both commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  u s e s  s o  t h e r e  w i l l  be no 
adverse a f f e c t  by t h e  l o t  upon t h e  p resen t  cha rac te r  o r  f u t u r e  
development of t h e  neighborhood. The Boa, rd  i s  of t h e  opinion 
tha, t  t h e  specia.1 exception f o r  u s e  of t h e  pa.rking l o t  i s  i n  ha.rmony 
with t h e  genera1 i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regula.tions and w i l l  no t  
tend t o  adversely a f f e c t  t h e  u s e  of neighboring property.  

ORDERED 

It  is  hereby ordered that t h e  above appl ica. t ion be CONDITIONALLY 
GRANTED f o r  a. THREE ( 3 )  YEAR per iod a s  follows: 

a .  P e r m i l  s h a l l  be i ssued  f o r  a. period of t h r e e  ( 3 )  yea.rs 
b u t  s h a l l  be subject  t o  renewal i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  Board 
upon t h e  f i l i n g  of a new appeal i n  t h e  manner prescr ibed  by 
t h e  Zoning Regulations. 

b. A l l  a.reas devoted t o  drivewa.ys, a.ccess lanes and parking 
a.reas sha11 be maintained wi th  a. paving of ma.teria1 forming a.n 
a11 wea.ther impervious surfa.ce. 

c. An e i g h t  (8) inch coping s h a . l l  be erected and ma,inta.ined 
a.long ea.ch s i d e  of a11 driveways t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  pub l i c  spa.ce. 

d. Bumper s tops  sha . l l  be erec ted  a.nd ma.inta.ined f o r  t h e  
p ro tec t ion  of a11 a.djoining bui ld ings .  

e. N o  veh ic le  o r  a.ny pa.rt  thereof  s h a l l  be permitted t o  
project over any lot o r  bu i ld ing  l i n e  or  on o r  over t h e  pub l i c  space. 

f .  All pa.r ts  of t h e  l o t  sha11 be kep t  f r e e  of r e f u s e  o r  
debris and sha . l l  be pa.ved o r  landscaped. La.ndsca.ping sha11 be 
maintained i n  a hea l thy  growing condi t ion  and i n  a. nea.t and 
o r d e r l y  a.ppeara.nce. La.ndsca.ping p lans  must be approved by t h e  
Depa.rtment of Transportat ion.  
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g .  N o  o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  premises 
and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  than an a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be erected 
or used upon t h e  premises u n l e s s  such u s e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  otherwise 
permit ted i n  t h e  zoning d i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  parking l o t  i s  loca ted .  

h. Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l lumina te  t h e  pa.rking l o t  o r  i t s  
a.ccessory bu i ld ing  s h a l l  be so a.rranged t h a . t  a11 direct rays of 
such l i g h t i n g  a . r e  confined t o  t h e  su r face  of t h e  parking l o t .  

The Board reserves  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i r e c t  revocat ion of t h e  
0ccupa.ncy P e r m i t  upon a proper- showing tha. t  any t e r m s  o r  condi t ions  
of t h i s  O r d e r  have been viola.ted.  

VOTE 

5- 0 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By: 'L %?c* 
,//JAMES E.  MILLER 
Secre tary  t o  t h e  Board 

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: / /L f  / 
I 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS ONLY 
UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS  F I L E D  
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A 
PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 


